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On the red, sunbaked plains of western Kema, two 
warriors faced each other. Each held a sword and shield and 
supported a shoulder-mounted aether cannon. 

The warriors were fighting machines called Schemas. 
More than twice their pilots’ height, they towered over the 
wiry desert vegetation. 

One of the Schemas lunged forward, swinging his 
sword. The other, whose name was Syncletica, parried his 
blade with her own. 

With a well-placed shove, she sent him reeling 
backward. 

Inside her cockpit sat Anthony, a novice monk. He 
eyed the enemy Schema with a grimace. 

He’s telegraphing all his moves. 

No sound came from Anthony’s mouth, but Syncletica 
heard him through their mind-link. 

This enemy is designed for your fellow novices, Master, she 
replied through the link. They aren’t at the top of the class like you. 

Like every human mind, Anthony’s was clothed in two 
bodies: a visible body of flesh and a luminous body of aether. 
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